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Students of the Week
Billy M, Archie S, Clancy E, Finn B, Ben P, Isabella R, Reeve F, Nate W, Kelsey C, Isla O,
Jimmy C.
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS:
Matthew Barnett (President); Kon Blersch; Scott Brown, Chris Kondos; Campbell Brumby; James
Taylor; Tracy Cook (PFA Representative), Ben Erwin (Community Representative)

Inverleigh Primary School Community provides a safe and equitable environment, where individual
students are supported and nurtured in their intellectual, emotional, social and physical development. By
promoting the values of honesty, self-discipline and responsibility we endeavour to create independent
learners for life. We value the role parents play as partners in the education of the students and the
whole community is encouraged to interact positively.

Hello everyone,
We are back into the swing of things here at school! Our students have settled into their
classroom routines and are participating enthusiastically in their learning.
The school yard is a hive of activity at recess and lunchtime with all students mingling and playing
together. The grade 6’s are being great role models for the younger students. Football is being
played with a touch tackle rule (suggested by the students) which is working well. Some students
are also enjoying cricket, while others are loving sandpit play with the trucks and shovels.
I thought this would be a great opportunity to introduce our grade 6 students, so that you can
get to know the leaders of our school.

Getting to know the grade sixes: This year we have a small but mighty cohort of student leaders.
There are 17 grade sixes - 11 boys and 6 girls. They are a very enthusiastic group of students and
I’m confident that they will continue to make a positive contribution in their role as student
leaders at Inverleigh Primary School this year!
Tutoring
The tutor teachers have begun working in classrooms to get to know all students. The tutoring
program will officially begin next week. If your child is selected as part of the first intake you will
be contacted and will be provided with an Individual Education Plan. This plan will outline the
strategies that we will be using at school as well as suggest ways that you can help your child at
home. Tutoring will take place at school on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between 9am –
11am. The tutors will work in collaboration with the classroom teachers to develop and
implement specific strategies to address students’ learning needs. The Department of Education
have provided guidelines for the implementation of the tutor program these include: Groups
sizes of no more than 5 students, 3x 45 minute sessions provided each week with their grade level
assigned tutor. The tutors will work closely with classroom teachers to provide support within the
classroom where possible. As a school we have the flexibility to develop a tutor model to best
meet the needs of our students, but we also must follow the guidelines provided by the
Department. Our plan is to identify groups of students with similar learning needs to form our

initial tutor groups and they will be closely monitored to ensure skill development for a 5-6 week
period. When the skill deficit has been overcome, the student may be exited from the tutor
program and another student admitted. The tutor teacher will also be spending time in the
classroom and will be working alongside the classroom teacher to support other students. In this
capacity more students will be able to receive additional support. If you have further questions
about the tutor program, please let me know. I am happy to present an information session here
at school before pick up or after drop off if there is enough interest. Please call Anne to register
your interest. Alternatively, I am happy to call you and answer any questions that you may have.
Open Afternoon: We are planning to have an open afternoon on Tuesday 23rd February from
2:30pm – 3:15pm.You are invited to come in and see our classrooms in action, look at the work
your child is doing and ask questions of the teacher.
Parent Supervision
Please be reminded to supervise young children at pick up and drop off times. There have been a
couple of near misses recently with young children playing close to the edge of the road. The
service road is particularly busy with cars constantly pulling in to pick up students. Small children
are not always clearly visible to drivers and we would hate for an accident to occur! Also, if you
park opposite the school, please do not allow your children to run around and play near the cars
– this is so close to the busy highway and is a distraction to drivers.
Opening of School Grounds after school hours
I would like to invite all school families to feel free to use the school grounds, playground, and
basketball courts on the weekends and after school hours. Last year we had to close our
playground for community use, but I am happy to welcome you all back in. Any students who
want to use the school grounds must be accompanied by a parent! We have had some teenagers
using the playground as a hangout space on the weekends and I would like to discourage this.
While they have not been doing any damage as such, they have been leaving a large amount of
rubbish around which needs to be picked up on Monday mornings before our students arrive. I
am hoping that some extra activity in the school grounds by families from our school community
will discourage the use of our facility as a ‘hangout’ space and will avoid any acts of vandalism
that could potentially occur. If you see any unaccompanied children in our school grounds, please
ask them to move on.
COVID safe practises: While these are not new this year, there are some things to be aware of. If
you are coming on-site for longer than 15 minutes, please sign in. You can do it the old fashioned
way in the office or you can scan the QR code on the door to the office. There is also one at the
entrance to the PK Building. Please also remember that physical distancing still applies to adults
while on-site.
If your child is unwell, please keep them at home. Our COVID safe guidelines require all students
(and staff) who are unwell to be sent home. Please see accompanying information for further
details of this.
We hope that the school year is off to a good start for you and your family. As always, if you have
questions, concerns or comments, please feel free to contact me
Sharon.baker2@education.vic.gov.au
Sharon

Our House Captains for 2021 -

Warrambine Barwon Leigh -

Tilly H, Sam C
Jett K, Zac C
Hannah C, Lachie H

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
We are at that time of year again where we undertake School Council Elections. We have three
vacancies to fill.
Nomination forms are now available from the office, please call in and collect a form if you have
some-one you would like to nominate and who is keen to stand for Council or if you would like to
self-nominate.
A school Councillor commits to attending a monthly meeting (at least 8 per year); occasional
Working Bees and other activities or responsibilities that occur from time to time. It is not a
particularly onerous or time consuming task but is one which is important to the school and its
operation as we are required to have a properly constituted School Council to oversee the
school’s finances and to approve policies as required. The School Council does not make
MANAGEMENT decisions for the school – this is the domain of the Principal. The School Council’s
role, among other things, is to make policy decisions and directions which the Principal and staff
implement. The policies of course must sit within State-wide parameters to be legal.
Please see the School Council election process and timetable at the back of this newsletter.
JOFFA – GRADES 1 to 6
Many of the older children may remember spending time with Joffa in 2019. He was great with
the children and they loved the work they did so much the staff has decided to invite him back
again.
Joffa will be here on Tuesday 16th February. The cost of the program is $7.00 per student.

There is no permission required for this activity as we are not leaving the school premises.
Payment will be required to be made by Friday 12th February.
SOVEREIGN HILL EXCURSION – GRADES 3 to 6
On Thursday 11th March all students in Grades 3 – 6 will be attending an excursion to
SOVEREIGN HILL. This excursion is a part of our major unit of work in Semester 1 (Australian
History).
At Sovereign Hill the children will be involved in a 50 minute education session, a mine tour, a
gold pour and general viewing of the attractions.
We will be leaving school at 8.50am sharp and require all students to be at school by 8.30am. We
will arrive back to school by 4.00pm.
Regular after school bus travellers will need to arrange pick up from school at this time as
we will not be taking the school bus as it will do its regular run at its designated time.
Children are required to bring:Playlunch and lunch in separate, named, disposable bags.
Drink in a disposable container (no cans or glass please)
School uniform must be worn including school hat. No extra money is to be taken.
The cost of this excursion is $50.00 per student. Please complete the Permission Form via Sentral
and forward payment to the office by Monday 1st March. COPS Families just need to complete
the permission.
CSEF – CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND
If you (the parent) hold a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents may
be eligible for CSEF – Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund.
Please attend the office with your current Concession Card and complete the CSEF form.
$125.00 will be paid for eligible primary school students. Payments will go directly to the school
and be tied to the student. This money can be used towards camps, sports, and excursions – it is
NOT able to be used towards fees or uniform.
ATTENDANCE / ABSENCES
If your child is to be late or absent you are required to notify the office by 9.00am. We
recommend you advise us of this via the Sentral App, or email the school at
inverleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. If necessary, contact the office via phone call.
The staff will record the class rolls by 9.05am each morning.
After this time any child that is absent and who we have not as yet been advised is away, we will
be contacting you – the parent, either by phone or text to ask where your child / children are.
The Office will be keeping a daily log of all absent students so absent notes will no longer be
required.
To reiterate:
Notify the Office either by the Sentral App or email before 9.00am - if your child is going to be
absent. When you contact the Office please advise who is absent and why they are absent.

The only time you will need to forward a note to school regarding any absence is if you are taking
an extended break for a holiday or surgery etc. and this should be done in advance of the
absence.
PREP PARENT REMINDER
Preps will attend Monday / Tuesday / Thursday / Friday and have each Wednesday off
throughout February and first week of March.
This is a Victorian Education Department approved format and we will stick with the Department’s
regulations on this.
PREP ENGLISH / NUMERACY INTERVIEWS
Parents of the Prep children will have received information regarding this testing. Please ensure
that you arrange a time for your child’s Interview on the dates available. The Interview Sheet can
be found in the office or you can call the office on 5265 1340 and a time can be arranged for you.
SCHOOL WEBSITE & SENTRAL APP
Our school has undertaken some technological advancements in recent years as we aim to keep
up with a fast paced modern society. As such, we are continually updating the schools website in
order to give better access to information and improve the ease of navigation for current and
prospective families. As well as this, the school communicates with home via Sentral. This is an
easy to use platform that allows for an instant, up to the minute communication method between
home and the school. The school also uses this platform to complete school reports and make
them available to parents in Term 2 and Term 4.
To register for Sentral, you will find a letter from the school with a link to access Sentral
and a ‘Family Access Key’ in the envelope that is going home today. This access key will link
your children to your account. The ‘Sentral’ App can be downloaded via Google Play or the
App Store. Sentral can also be accessed via an internet browser. When you’ve downloaded
the app onto your phone you will be able to login using the same credentials you
registered with.
If you allow notifications from the app, you will receive alerts when the newsletter has been
uploaded and also special reminders or notifications from school.
All Permission Slips and Newsletters will be sent out via Sentral. You will also be able to advise the
office of absences and of any variations to bus travel via this platform. The Sentral Parent Portal
also has the function for parents to be able to send a message to their child’s teacher, this is the
preferred method for contacting teachers.
A separate document will be provided with the registration letter that includes hints and tips for
using the Sentral Parent Portal.
The school website can be viewed at inverleighps.vic.edu.au.
The school also has a Facebook page where you may see news and important reminders.
START OF YEAR PAPERWORK
The following forms were forwarded home in the first week of school. If you have not returned
these please return them to the office A.S.A.P





Multiple Permission
Internet Agreement
Family Information
ASTHMA MANAGEMENT PLAN

With the paperwork sent home, each child will receive a School Asthma Management Plan. The
form will only need to be completed by those families that have a child / children who suffer from
asthma. Please return the completed form back to the office ASAP.
Until we receive an Asthma Management Plan SIGNED by the doctor the school will follow the
standard Asthma Foundation recommendations for an asthma attack.
ALLERGIES AND ANAPHYLAXIS
Any students who have a specific allergy that the school needs to be aware of or if any known
allergies may cause anaphylaxis it is important that the school is aware of this as soon as possible.
Please arrange an Anaphylaxis Plan to be completed by your child’s doctor so that we can best
manage your child’s condition.
MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL
From time to time students who have been unwell may require medication to be given to them
during school hours. Please do not give the medication to your child’s teacher and please do not
send it with your child with a note. Before any medication can be distributed a ‘Medication
Authority’ must be completed and the medication handed into the office. This Medication
Authority outlines the exact dosage etc. that is required and has the parent sign off on its
administration.
BEFORE SCHOOL CARE
The Before School Care Program will continue until the end of Term 1. At this time a decision will
be made as to whether it is a viable program for Camp Australia to continue with. In order for
Inverleigh to continue having a Before School Care Program the numbers of students attending
each morning will need to increase. If the numbers are still low by the end of March then the
program will cease.
The Before School Care program will commence at 6.45am each day and run until 8.45am. If you
would like to utilise this program, please see the information flyer from Camp Australia in this
newsletter. The school does not run this program and therefore any booking enquiries must be
directed to Camp Australia on 1300 105 343 or through the following link:
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/Schools/inverleighprimaryschool/3321/5177.
Please note that the Before School Care program needs to see numbers increase and
consistent use in order for it to remain viable after Term 1.

Birthday Greetings
We would like to wish a very happy birthday to the following children
who are celebrating their birthday during the coming week.
February
th
9
Lachlan M
th
10
Zac C
th
11
Dylan B
th
12
Ben H
th
12
Ethan G
th
14
Decha R
th
14
Jett K

Students of the Week
Miss. Donnan

Ben P

Mr. Schmidt

Reeve F

Mrs. Brumby

Clancy E

Mrs. Brumby

Kelsey C

Ms. Smart

Isla O

Ms. Smart

Billy M

Mrs. Elliott

Jimmy C

Miss. Purser

Isabella R

Mrs. Clarke

Archie S

Mrs. Chudoschnik

Nate W

Mrs. Chudoschnik

Finn B

For always being super helpful in class and
offering your assistance to fellow classmates
when needed.
For making such a positive start to the year,
completing all learning tasks to a personal best
standard.
For his willingness to share knowledge and help
others in the classroom.
For working hard to complete all her work and
always doing her best.
For taking care of her written work when drafting
her holiday recount.
For being a kind and helpful classmate at all
times.
For very neat spelling work.
For being a responsible grade 4 and positive role
model to her peers and being a helpful
classmate. Well done Bella.
For being a positive role model in our unit.
For taking initiative in his learning and attempting
tasks with a positive attitude.
For a great start to the year and setting a good
example for his peers.

Dates to Remember!
February
Wednesday 10th February
th

Tuesday 16 February

No Preps to School
Grade 1 – 6 Joffa Visit

Wednesday 17th February

No Preps to School

Wednesday 24th February

No Preps to School

Upcoming Dates
Wednesday 3rd March

No Preps to School

Monday 8th March

Labour Day Public Holiday – No School

Thursday 11th March

Grade 3 – 6 Sovereign Hill Excursion

Thursday 25th March

Grade 3 - 6 MVA Athletics

Monday 7th – Thursday 10th June

Grade 5/6 Camp

Monday 18th - Wednesday 20th October

Grade 3/4 Camp

Thursday 25th November

School Concert

Scholastic Book Club
Your child will bring home Scholastic Book Club catalogues 8 times
over the year and if you choose to order anything please return
the completed order form with the correct amount of money in a
sealed envelope with “Book Club” and your child’s name written
on the front. Please look to the Bluestone Bulletin for notification
of when the orders are due in by. Your order will be sent home
with your child, usually within a week or two of the due date. Any
purchases you make earn bonus dollars for the school to spend on
extra resources.
If you have any queries regarding Book Club, please feel free to
contact Miss Steen / Mrs Cunningham in the office.

Wednesday
17th Feb

PARENTS AND FRIENDS
The Parents and Friends welcomes all new and returning families back to school for 2021.
AGM Meeting
The first AGM Meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th February at 9am.
Please note, it will be not in the PK building as advised, it will now be held in the Bluestone
Building.
Facebook Group
If you are not already a member, please request to join the school parents Facebook group
(Inverleigh PS Parents and Friends page) to keep up to date with school community news and
events. Please note this is different to the Inverleigh primary school page.
Lunch Orders
Lunch Orders will re-commence on Friday 12th February. This is a weekly service provided to all
students each Friday. All ordering for lunch orders is to be done online at
www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au.
New users - please see attached instructions for setting up your online canteen account.
Existing users - please update your child's profile to ensure their class group is current for 2020.
If you have any questions in relation to lunch orders and ordering please contact Anna Cruden.
Icy Pole Friday
Icy pole Friday was a big hit last year so will be continued in 2021. Icy poles are available each
Friday after the second lunch bell for 50 cents each. This will also re-commence on Friday 12th

February. No ordering is required for icy poles, and permission for students to participate is
deemed to be granted by sending the 50 cents along with your child/ren. Limit one icy pole per
person and students are not permitted to purchase icy poles for friends.
Fundraising Activities
A fundraising calendar will be set at the PFA meeting, with further information to follow after this
date. If you have any suggestions for fundraising activities please come along to the meeting or
get in touch.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING LUNCH ORDERS
Please find instructions below on creating an account and placing orders. It is strongly advised that
you set up your online canteen account over the weekend or early next week (ie. before Wednesday), so
that in the event that you have any difficulties we can sort this out prior to order cut off.
Instructions:
1. Go to https://ouronlinecanteen.com.au and select the SIGNUP button (top left)
2. Fill in the form and select Submit
3. You will receive an email with instructions to confirm your email address and activate your
account
Setting up your account:
1. Enter your Login and Password to login to the website.
2. Select the “Add student" tab. Make sure to fill out all your child’s details before selecting
“Next”; repeat for each child. (Note, the ‘room’ selected must be specific and correct to your
child’s teacher as this will be used for sorting lunch orders into class groups).
3. Select the “Add credit” tab to add credit to your account.
You can choose to pre-load a lump sum amount to your account, which will be available to use
for future orders; or alternatively you can pay for amount of each order as you go.
The following payment options are available to add credit to your account:
Direct deposit – no charge (if you are making a direct deposit and don’t want to wait a few
days for bank processing, you can screen shot the bank receipt and email it to
info@ouronlinecanteen.com.au – they will then apply this payment to your account within 24
hours).
Credit card payment – 2.2% surcharge (credit will be automatically applied to account
immediately)
Paypal – 3.8% surcharge (credit will be automatically applied to account immediately)
4. Select the "Add order" tab to add an order.
Placing Orders:
1. Select child
2. Select date – orders are available Fridays
3. Select the meals you would like to order and add them to the order
4. Confirm the order or if you have more than one child, click “Confirm and Place New Order”
Tab.
Once you have confirmed the order, you will receive a confirmation email from Our Online Canteen.
If you have any issues or concerns, or have any queries, please email Our Online Canteen at
info@ouronlinecanteen.com.au or call 1300 11 66 37.

SCHOOL GARDENING GROUP 2021
Many thanks to those parents who have said that they can help in the school gardens. Our first school
gardening session for parent helpers is this Friday 12th February at 9am. Please come along and
help if you can. Many hands make light work!
BYO gardening gloves.
Please remember to have a current Working With Children Check when you sign in at the office.
See you at 9am on Friday!
Alex Grant.

School Council Election Process
and Timetable
EVENT
Notice of election and call
for nominations

DATE
Wednesday 10th February

Closing date for nominations 3.30pm
Wednesday 17th February
Date a list of candidates will
be posted

Thursday 18th February

Date ballot papers will be
prepared and distributed
(if election is required)

Monday 22nd February

Close of ballot

3.30pm
Monday 1st March

Vote Count

9.00am
Wednesday 3rd March

Declaration of Poll

By 3.30pm
Wednesday 3rd March

Meeting of elected
councillors to consider coopted members only

Tuesday 9th March

To register your interest in the Golden Plains Soccer Club Open Day, please see the following link:
https://form.jotform.com/goldenp.../golden-plainssoccer-club

