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Dear Families,

Welcome to the Inverleigh Primary School Prep Information 2023 booklet. Throughout the 
year we will be hosting a number of different transitions opportunities. Please note these 
are all dependent on the most current Department of Education guidelines. 

The purpose of the information in this handbook is to provide you with an understanding of 
what makes Inverleigh Primary School such a great learning environment. We are very 
proud of our school and community and look forward to continuing the outstanding culture 
as we welcome new families into our school community. 

For those parents who are new to the school community please find a virtual tour of the 
school on our website- http://www.inverleighps.vic.edu.au/. (created in 2021).

We look forward to meeting you all. 

Kind regards, 

Steven Trotter
Acting Principal

Contact Details 
Address: 54 High Street 3321

Phone: 52651340

Email: inverleigh.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: https://www.inverleighps.vic.edu.au/ 

Facebook: facebook.com/inverleighprimary

Instagram: @inverleighps

http://www.inverleighps.vic.edu.au/
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GRADE PREP AT
INVERLEIGH PS

At IPS 2022, we have two Grade Prep/1 classes 
who work closely together each day. Our P/1 
teachers plan learning tasks together and provide 
many opportunities for students in both classes to 
interact and share learning experiences together. 
This also allows both teachers to get to know all 
of the Prep students and help to support the 
transition into school. We provide a safe and 
caring environment and we deliver a clear and 
structured curriculum to our students. We also 
understand that each child’s developmental 
needs may be different and individual needs are 
fostered in a caring, positive classroom 
environment. We understand that each child is 
different and we aim to support all students to 
reach their full potential. 

The Grade Prep teachers will be waiting on the 
grassed area at the front of school for Preps to 
arrive from 8.45am. We recommend that to 
support your child's independence and 
confidence, you allow them to carry their own 
bags and belongings to the classrooms each day. 

In the afternoon our teachers supervise at the 
front of the school. This gives parents an 
opportunity to touch base with their child's 
teachers to ask a question or to say hi. 

DROP OFF/PICK UP

At Inverleigh Primary School,
we empower students to

reach their personal best and
fully equip them to

contribute positively to
society as happy, healthy

young adults. 



Our school day is broken up into key learning areas. 

9:00am - 11:00am Literacy 
11:00am - 11:30am Recess
11:30am - 12:30pm Maths 
12.30pm – 1:30pm Afternoon session 1
1:30pm - 2:15pm Lunch/Play
2:15pm - 3:25pm Afternoon Session 2

In the afternoon sessions, children participate in various activities including Physical
Education, Music, Dance and Drama, French, Art, Science, Technology, Developmental
Play and Health.

We transition Grade Preps gradually by starting the year off with opportunities for the
students to build social connections and transition to the different routines of school.

Assembly is usually held on Friday afternoons at 3:00pm. More information will be
given to parents via the newsletter. 

 

 PARENT
COMMUNICATION
& NEWSLETTER
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Our school uses the Sentral platform to communicate important 
information and updates with parents. This student management 
system also allows parents to add absences, and view academic 
reports.

The Bluestone Bulletin, our school newsletter, is uploaded to 
Sentral and the school website every Tuesday. The newsletter 
contains items about past and future school events, important 
dates, reports from school council and Parents & Friends 
Association, education related matters and community happenings. 

DAILY STRUCTURE
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SHOES

Children take their shoes off 
before entering the classroom 
and place them on the shoe rack, 
particularly during the winter 
months. Therefore it is advisable 
for your child to have shoes they 
can take on and off 
independently e.g. Velcro. 

We encourage children to be 
active during recess and lunch 
play times, as well as offering 
regular Physical Education 
sessions. Runners/Trainers are 
great shoes to support the robust 
outdoor activities our students 
undertake!

We have regular breaks during class- particularly 
in the beginning of the year to go to the toilet as 
well as encouraging children to go before school, 
at recess and at lunch. Please ensure your child 
has a spare set of clothing in the front pocket of 
their school bag in case they have an accident.

TOILETS

Our school colours are bottle green and yellow. Mrs Anne 
Cunningham and Mrs Olivia Winzer in the office can help 
guide you with choosing appropriate clothes and sizes. 
Please ensure all clothing is named. If children take their 
jumpers off during recess/lunch they are encouraged to 
place them on the shoe rack outside their classroom. We 
also have school bags for purchase at the office. While 
these might seem large for a Grade Prep they are great 
because they fit everything! 

CLOTHING
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BUDDIES

EATING

Grade Prep children eat their snack and lunch inside 
their classroom or on the deck and then go out to 
play. If the bell goes to signal play time and children 
haven’t finished eating, we encourage them to 
continue eating outside. 
Prep students start the year off with extra eating 
time to ensure all children have had plenty of time 
to eat. 

Getting your child to practice eating from their lunch 
boxes and opening containers is a great way to help 
with transition. Perhaps monitor how much your 
child eats so you pack the appropriate amount of 
food. Too much food or too much choice often 
means children are not eating the amount of food 
you expect or the food you want them to. 

All children take home any uneaten food (and 
wrappers, scraps etc). Children can have a drink 
bottle in the classroom filled with water only.

We support our Prep students with a
buddies program at the beginning of
the year. The grade sixes help with
the transition to school by offering
support and assistance and by being
a friendly face in the yard throughout
the year. 
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ENGLISH ONLINE
INTERVIEW

DIARY & READER
COVERS

All Prep students in Victorian government schools are required to undertake the English
Online Interview. The Interview is a tool for assessing the English skills of students and for us
it is purely a starting point to best address their needs. This, along with some maths
assessments help our teachers get an understanding of each students individual starting
point and how best to target each students learning needs. 

Preps have Wednesdays off for all of February We aim to complete Interviews on these
days. They take about an hour to complete. You don’t need to stay with your child. You will
drop them off for the timetabled hour then pick them up after. We will send home a
schedule for you to arrange a time to bring your child in for their interview at the start of the
year.
We also understand that each child’s developmental needs may be different and individual
needs are fostered in a caring, positive classroom environment. 

We will send home a diary and a reader cover at the beginning of the year. The reader cover
lasts longer when contacted and is also more identifiable. We appreciate when parents can
take the time to do this. Reader covers will be sent home in Term 1. We will provide more
information on take-home readers at a later date. The diary is used as a way of
communicating between parents and teachers; for general notes or for any
questions/concerns you might have for your child.

Diaries need to be brought to school each day as this is a vital tool for us to keep in contact
with you. They should be checked and signed each night for any notes from your child’s
teacher and can be used for you to ask questions, comment on progress or clarify
information with your child's teacher. 



 

Each year we celebrate our
schools growth and improvement
through our annual report. Below
is a snapshot of our 2021 learning
data in comparison to like schools
and state data (IPS = yellow). This
will give you an idea of the high
level teaching and learning and
wellbeing supports that are
embedded in our schools culture. 

2021 LEARNING
DATA
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All you need to start the school year is-

·      School uniform
·      School hat
·      Lunch box
·      Drink bottle
·      School Bag
·      Appropriate shoes

Information will be sent home about stationery items
and anything else you might need to know about!
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TO START THE YEAR

If you ever have any questions or concerns please
don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the

school office. 
 

We look forward to meeting you all! 

 


